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3 FOREWORD

S When vast and unexpiored areas of the tropieal world lie still unscanned by the inquisitive eye of the
J naturalist, what would draw the attention of a botanist to the flora of New England? Perhaps this ques-
tion Bhould come to my mind more naturally than to many, since I am a plant explorer of exotically fas-
cinating wilds of the Amazon and the Andes, Yet it i3 perhaps the botanist plonearing fn poorly known
floras-who can most immediately and deeply appreciate the maticulous distillation of collecting and re-

As sirong as the call of the exotic may be, we have Jjust begun to look into the composition of our local
tempsrats floras for Potentially useful plants. Of the numsarous so called "wonder drugs" which, during
the past thirty-five years, have helped revolutonize the practice of medicine, several of the most spec-
tzoular have come from well known loeal species. We should recall that the Falge Hellebore -~ Veratrum
virids -~ one of the most toxle species of our New England flora, once empioyed by American Indians s a
kind dfordenl poison, has yielded large nember of alkaloids, several of which modern medicine has
found to have eaidiac-depressive proparties and to be vaiugble ng hypotenaive agents. The poisonous May
Apple’-- Podophylum peltatum -~ of our forests wag oocaslonaily used by the Huron and Iroquois Indians
for suicide and the Pancbscot valued it as a "oure for tumours, a use which the early English coloaists
learned from the natives, Recent rosearch has shown that extracts of the May Apple contain resinous
constituents with tumour-inhibiting properties useful especially in treating certain papillomas, especial-
ly uterine warts.

How many other potentinlly valuable economic plants may be found tn our own New England flora? The
first step in any study towards this end must be the availability of good monegraphic and floristic  treat-
ments -~ the botanioal foundation for sound phytochemical and pharmacological investigations.

But as intriguing as possible discovery of new useful plants may be, we must nevar minimize nor for-
get the academio value of efforts like Seymour's Flors of New England: the understanding and appreciation
of the vegetational cover of that part of the sarth where we live and breathe, In these days of excessive
emphesis on the practical, the importance of the appreach and value of "pure science® is too often forgot-
ton. Perhaps it is here brecisely that Seymour's lnbour of love offers its greatest contribution.

As g botanist devoted to tropical floras, I find a curious parallel between the English plant explorer of
the Amazon and Andes, Richard Spruce, and Frank Seymour, Both enthusiastic yet oritical collectors,
both comptlers of floristic works -- they have in common an outlook which today is rare and refreshing,
This outlook has been beautifully expressed by Spruce, a specialist in the bryophytes, yet who strikingly
inexreased our Imowledge of many tropical economie plants such as quinine and rubber, when ho wrote: "I
like to look on plants as sentient beings, which live and enjoy their lives, , , when they are beaten to pulp
or powder in the apotheocary's mortar, they lose most of thelr Interest for me, It is true that the Hepat~
icae have hardly as yet ylelded any substance to man capable of stupefying him or of foreing his gtomach
to empty its contents, nor are they good for food: but 1f men cannot torture them to his uses or abuges,
they are infinitely useful where God has placed them, asl kope to Uve to show; and they are, nt the least,
useful to and beautiful in themselveg —- surely the primary motive for every individual exdstence',
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Richard Evans Schultes

Curator of Economie Botany

Botanical Museum of Harvard University
Cambridge, Masa,
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