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Above: Delalling Don Hipdlito Rulz's account of top to bottom, Angulos, Bietia and S?ggas’;ah
orchids in the Andes is this botanical plate which Opposite: Don Hiplito Ruiz (1754-1816),
lustrates the flowers and seed capsules of, from Spanish plant explorar.
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Orchids Galore

Richard Evafns Schultes, PhD, has just finished translating
the diaries of plant explorer Don Hipdlito Ruiz.
Here he shares some of his findings that pertain to orchids

ONE OF THE GREATEST PLANT
collectors of the 18th century, Spaniard
Don Hip6lito Ruiz, spent 11 years in Peru
a'nd Chile from 1777 to 1788. His collec-
.llons are basic to modern stud-

Ies of the Andean floras, and .~
his diary contains many ex- g
iraordinary descriptions |

of the vegetation, eco-

logical notes and /
ethnobotanical data

on the local medici- /

naland other uses of
a great number of
the species,

Orchids, which,
ofcourse, constitute |
a major component | -
of Andean floras, \§
par.ticularly occupied
Ruiz’s admiration, and
he'mentions and de-
St_:nbes them often in his
diary, One discussion, in his

description of the fiora of the ‘ \'.
Palca that it is hard to find other locali-

A:ll(l;;sd“j Tal‘m_a in the central Peruvian
5 15 50 vivid that it bears repetition.
gmng%\fii.laria alata. M.. cuneiformis, M.
Wiflory OCJ} a and M.. trwolor.. Ang.uloa
drum ongora quinquenervis, Epiden-
acum aculatum, E. biflorum, E.
g atum, B, croccum, E. emarginatun,
'm::;e:;:;lE. volubile and E. triflorum.
as devaufa aspera and H., spiralis.
fima-ring ’; uniflora: {common name]
s g’.a-d.of?r.al:a dichotoma, Cypripe-
"COIOI'zcn:, ideI um. Satyrium album, S.
color [oq and 8. [uteum. Maxillaria bi-
ing “joinergmon name) caccacacca, mean-
pavement,” due to the fact that,

where it grows, the ground is so densely
covered with the pseudobulbs of the plants
that it gives the appearance of having been
purposely paved with them, These bulbs
_ are so tender and juicy that they
. are easily chewed, at the same
. time oozing forth abundant
. juice whichisinsipid, lig-
nid and as clear as wa-
_\ ter. Six bulbs are
“\ enough to assuage
\ thirst. In order to
s+ avoid climbing down
7+ 1to the bottom of the
il gorges to get drinking
.| water, the natives fre-
./ quently take advan-
S | (age of this property
Y when traveling
W through those locali-
ties where caccacacca
Y abounds.
™ “The orchid family is
. ,!"’/ so abundantly represented in
" the gorges of Huasahuassi and

ties where so many species and so many
individuals grow. The ground, the cliffs
and the trees are clad with them. It would
seem that these regions were, from the time
of the Creation, destined by nature for
orchids in preference to the myriad other
plants, larger and smaller, which also occur
in these pleasant regions, reached by the
sun every day of the year, even in the rainy
season. Notwithstanding the abundance of
orchids in these gorges, the same and dif-
ferent species are not lacking along the
jower parts of the mountain slopes or along
the edge of the jungle in the Provinces of
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Panatahuas, Huamalies, Xauxa, etc. And
even in the depths of the forests them-
selves, there are untold numbers of orchids
hanging on trees and cliffs.

“This large representation moved me to
prepare a monograph of that family, When
my manuscripts were burned in Macora,
more than five hundred descriptions of
orchids were consumed; and in the ship-
wreck of the San Pedro de Alcdntara, we
lost more than two hundred drawings which,
together with the six hundred drawings of
other families of plants, we were sending to
the Ministry in Spain. In spite of the diffi-
culty in replacing all those descriptions and
drawings, we have succeeded in great part
in repairing these lamentable losses. We
make this note that other botanists, in the
years ahead, may visit these localities and
complete the monograph.”

In another place in his diary of 11 years,
he again reports on the use of the juice of
orchid pseudobulbs to quench thirst.

“On the 24th [of 1797],..1 went to the
territory of Lanco, one and a half league from
Huasahuassi to see the orchids. They cover
the entire locality, delightful and delicious.
On that day, they served, instead of water to
assuage our thirst, the juice of the bulbs of the
aforementioned species of orchids.” [J

Richard Evans Schultes, PhD, FMLS, is
Jeffrey Professor of Biology and Director,
Harvard Botanical Museum (Emeritus), at
Harvard University, Among his publications,
which deal primarily with ethno-
botany, is Where the Gods Reign. He has
translatcdRuiz’sdia.ryﬁ'omtheoriginalSpan-
ishand the translationwill be publishedinlate
1993 by Dioscorides Press of Portland, Or-
egon. In 1960, Pergamon Press published his
Native Orchids of Trinidad and Tobago, and
in 1963, Generic Names of Orchids: Their
Origin and Meaning (with A. §. Pease). He
received the 1992 Linnean Gold Medal from

MASDEVALLIAS

M ASDEVALLIA mania, originally gen
a erated by the Victorians in th
middle tolate 1800s, has reappeared. This wa
stimulated by the discovery of new specie
since the early 1980s and by the production o
lovely new Masdevailia hybrids. Approxi
mately 365 species and 250 registered hybrid
entice hobbyists with a diversity of sizes an
colors. A startling array of exotic and whimsi
cal flowers are colored vibrant-to-subtle hue
The tufted plants range in height from [ to £
inches, but the majority are of compact sizc
affording the grower maximum use of limite
space,

Spanish botanists Don Hip6lito Ruiz an
José Antonio Pavéndescribed the genus abm_l
200 years ago after they found Masdevalhf
uniffora in the mountains of Peru, They dedi
cated their discovery to a friend and feflos
botanist, Dr. José Masdevall.

the Linnean Society of London for his services
to the botanical sciences, » 26 Oxford Street,
Cambridge, Masschusetts 02138,
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Masdevallla laucheana, native to Costa Rica,
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ill I neatly on the windowsill or under lights.
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