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1

Duri .
ron u:tfné :ilg' rrt::)lvmobotamcal studies in the northwestern Ama-
many plants eml?, I -gathered ethnopharmacological data on
not always pos l?bo}'ed by the numerous tribes of the area. It was
especially arfo 51 l.c to investigate thoroughly certain reports—
of curing thr ccasional report of a medicine man or practitioner
In prcviousough the use of mm'd-a'ltering agents.
an cthnobota publications, I have indicated that further work of
needed bofe nical nature in the .northwcst Amazon is urgently
tradifional fEﬁkacm.lltura,tlon obl1tqrates much. of the local and
also statod 1 blo.re and the practices of medicine men. I have
left to ident‘fy elief that therf: are minof @alluclqogenlc plants
fastne 1y 'amfl study which are still in use in the remote
o sses of this jungle area.
2 forrl:s:ul‘i:h PfOb.lcm, for. example, concerns the identification of
Apocynacana wnt'h_ a rrplky latex—'—probably a r'nembeF of the
Moniss eae'—utlhzed m‘Am?zonlan Colombia 1n schml cere-
halluci as a l_ﬁlnd .of caapi which is the name of the widely used
inogenic drink prepared from Banisteriopsis Caapi. (Spr-

€X Griseb,) Morton.

II

b 02:;; ‘: are, however, other fasc'inat
memb must follov‘v while there 18 Y€
p ers of the rubiaceous genus Pag

-Tmflcr ophylla Spruce €X Bentham. ‘
" his I_)lant, found growing in the white sand caa'tmga vegeta-
ion which is very common in the basin of the Rios Apapors
and Vaupés and their tributaries, is esteemed by medicine men

which the ethno-
eads concern

Ily the shrub

ing leads
¢ time. These 1
amea, especia
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: a of
of the Barasana and Makuna tribes of tgie Rio I:"I;ﬁlpi?;:arch
Colombia. I did pot witness its use during my fi be valuable
amongst these Indians, but did obtain what may

concerning the piant, od

rcl”)I?hr&:sBa.rasana afe heavily habituated to the usehof ji‘;ﬁesﬁl ]
men of this tribe frequently suffer frc»m'stor{la];:t I?ave sundry
bleeding, a conditjon which, although it mig ctly—to the
causes, they attribute—ang probably quite C?;Tet to alleviato
long and €Xcessive use of coca powder. In an effor nd bark of
this trouble, they fecommend a hot tea of the leaves 21 (Sohultes
Pagameq macrophylla, which they call ma-nu-su-ka- 4 probably
et Cabrerg 17581 ). This use represents a popular an dilz: Makils
frequent medicing] application of the plant, The noma ke
of the Rio Piraparan4, who know this species as ma-go ot use
ma, recognize that the plant has toxic properties but
it, ) ’

There is, however, another—and perhaps much morel \l;?zfd
tant—use of Pagameq macrophylla, The Ieav'es. are pu during
and aspirateq in the form of a snuff by medicine men hallu.
ceremonies of divination, Does this plant product have e
cinogenic Properties? Does jt merely tranquIIIZF the me ficant
man? Is it 5 stimulant? Qr s j¢ simply a ceremonially signifi
use with no biochemical basis?

Pagameg Macro
Soc. 1 (1857) 110,

ree, usually 10-20 feet ta]),
coriaceous, ovat

16-22 ¢cm

Phylla Spryce oy Bentham in Journ. Linn.

Branches thick. Leaves sub-
S o oblong-elliptic, short-acuminate, mostlg'
- long. Stipyleg membranaceous, acuminate, up to 3.

' - Panicle thrysoid, trichotomous, densely

» sessile: calyx cupuliform, up tC.J"T'
min. long; corolly Breenish, 4-fid, opeg densely villose within;

3 Style filiform, semi-2-fid.
CoLompra: Comisarig de

1 Vaupés Riq Piraparang Cago Paca, “Small
treelet,” September 19, 1952 Richarg Evang Schuites g Isidora Cabrera 17581,

Ubiaceae known to be hallucino-
Eenically ysed in Psychotri

used zg additives to the

sca, This ethnobotanica] reference
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—tha . .

ceremtofiaézasqna medicine men snuff Pagamea macrophylia in

genic pro —1 Certau.lly not proof that the plant has hallucino-

embor oli_er;es. It is, h’owcver, sufficient indication that a

undected p:y; alkz:-lmd'““h family may represent an hitherto
oactive agent and to :

study of the species. g warrant phytochemical

111

231::5:&? 19} a genus of rubjaceous trees and shrubs with 20 to
ggsted ¢ }? tropical northern South America. It has been
aceac (Sta diit Pagamea belongs more properly in the Logani-
was descr;]lla g-y_ln Field Mus. Nat. Hist. Bot. 13 (1936} 144). It
leaves v Oe in 177.5 by .Aublet from French Guiana. The
shoath. Th pp0§1tc, with dCCI.dUOl'JS stipules connate in a kind of
form (;f A ni rﬁullary or t(?rmlnal inflorescences are porne in the
phroditic fla heads, spikes, racemes of panicles. The herma-
bbate cal owers are usually 4- to 5_-mero1_1s. The dentate Or
lobes ia be, sometimes truncated, 18 persistent. The corolla
ovary is ud are valvate. The stamens number four to five. The
it superior, 2- to 5.locular, with oné ovule per locule. The
s a drupe.

In Venezuela, the species O
paloma (“garlic of the dove”).
common names of Pagamea are Ie

guese,
Species of this genus are restricted to the northwestern part of

the Amazon, the adjacent areas of the upper Orinoco and the
al associated with the

Guianas. They appear to be in gener

Venezuelan-Guianan land mass. In the Colombian Amazonia,
they occur on the flat quartzitic mountains of Cretaceous 2g¢ in
the Vaupés and Apaporis River basins of with the sandy
remnants of these eroded mountains.

IV

gona

f Pagamea arc known as ajo de
For Colombia and Brazil, no
ported in Spanish or Portu-

The Kubeo Indians livin ffiuents of the Rio Vaupés in
Colombia have an interesting use for Pagamea coriaced Spruce
ex Bentham, a species related closely to p. macrophylla. They
heat the blue-black fruits in oil from the palm Jessenia Bataua
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(Mart.) Burret to Prepare a medicine which is dropped into the
ears for what appears to be a fungal infection of the ear-drum
(Schultes ¢ Cabrera 19169: Rio Karurit, Mesa de Yambi,
Savannah Goo-ran-hoo-da, Comisaria del Vaupés: Schultes
22611: Rio Kuduyari, Savannah Yapobod4, Comisaria del
Vaupés,

The Taiwanos of the region of the Raudal de Jirijirimo on the
Rio Apaporis in Amazonian Colombia value the plant as an
efficaccous remedy for reestablishment of the ability to walk
following attacks Which, in age, appear to deprive Indjans of the

Scraped and, in fregh condition, is boiled into a decoction which

! period of two or three weeks, Administra-
thI‘} of this tea ig Teported to result in strong stimulation of the
afflicted patient and frequently in his ability to regain muscular
use of t.he legs (Schulres et Cabrera 12467, 14933, 14953: Rio
Apaporis, Rauda] de Jirijirimo, Comisaria de] Vaupés).

p fthe chemistry of Pagamea, Da Rocha et al.
€squisas Amay . 42
Teported that th d maz. Quimica, no. 12 (1968) 42)
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PLATE 9.
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