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Field work to salvage ethnobotanical knowledge in the north-
west Amazon has not been commensurable with the rapidity of
the disappearance of this folklore as a result of growing accultura-
tion. Many native languages of the region are becoming extinct,
and the natives, knowing no Spanish names for their plants, are
losing even their acquaintance with the local flora. This paper, a
continuation of numerous ethnobotanical contributions on the
plants of the northwest Amazon, offersa number of native names
of plants of this rich flora.

During several of my trips to the Amazon area, spot field tests
were made on plants for alkaloids. Most of these plants have
never been chemically studied; in fact, many of the genera and
even families of these plants are phytochemically unknown.
While spot tests, especially those conducted under field condi-
tions, are initial, exploratory and often crudely carried out, they
do offer—especiaily with the paucity of phytochemi?al knowl-
edge of such a rich, yet poorly known, flora—Ileads which may be
of help to investigators interested in the chemical constituents of
plants and their possible biodynamic significance.

The voucher specimens cited below are pres_erved in one or
more of the following institutions: the Economic Herbarium of
Oakes Ames or the Gray Herbarium, both of Harvard pmvermty;
in the Herbario Nacional de Colombia in Bogoté; or in the New

York Botanical Garden.
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To several of my colleagues who have made available dfat:d.rl
express my deep appreciation: Professor Rob.ert F. Raffauf, Mr.
Melvin Shemluck and Dr. James L. Zarucchi. i

The families are arranged in accord with the Engler-Pra

. ' the
system, and the genera are listed alphabetically under
families.

POLYPODIACEAE
. . 3.
Polypodium glaucophyllum K/orzsch in Linnaca 20: (1847) 39

. . . ‘oA icinity.
ECt'Anor: Provineia Pastaza, Rio Chijco, village of Rio Chicd and vi
August 1979, Shentfuck er Nees 203,

: for-

According to the collectors, this scandent fern was usedd o

merly when there was no salt; the leaves are very.sweet anaiued
employed to flavour monkey meat, The plant is also v

" e
medicinally, used “when sick so blood does not dry up.” Th
Kechwa name is catehi-panga.

PALMAE

Mauritiella cataractarum Dugand in Rev. Acad. Col. Cienc. 8
(1951) 385,

. : “ 5, 5-10
CoLomnia: Comisaria del Vaupés, Rio Apaporis, Soratama. “In clumps, 3
together, Stems devoid

of spines. Fruit ripens brown, smaller than usual spe-
cies.” June 21, 195], Schultes et Cabrerg 12792,

An oil boiled from the ripe fruits is employed to relieve pallln
from sprains: it ig rubbed warm on the affected muscle. The

Puinave name is kee, The Kuripako Indians call the tree
ka-da-na“ree-pe,

It is probable that

the oil from the fruits of other species of
Mauritiella as well as

those of Mauritia are similarly used.

COMMELINACEAE
Geogenanthus ciliatys Bricckner in Notizbl., 11 (1931) 224,

ECUADOR: Provincia de Pastaza, Rio Chicé, village of Rio Chicé. August 1979.
Shemiuck et Negs | 66,
The Kechwa name 0

collectors, the leafis
flatulence.

fthis plantis supi-panga. According to the
patted on the buttocks of one suffering from
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MARANTACEAE

Calathea altissima (P. et E) Koernicke in Bull, Soc. Nat. Mosc.
35, pt. | (1862) 141.

S(i:'-”“l":}‘: Comisaria del Amazonas, Rio Apaporis. Sorata
oured,” December 14. 1951, Sehulies er Cabrerd 14909,

th'The Karapana Indians of the Rio Kananari crush the leaves of
solrh abundant plant to make a poultice for drying up festering
es,

ma. “Flower cream-

Calathea cyclophora Baker in Kew Bull (1895) 18.

Cachivera de Tatd.

Cotomnia: Comisaria del Vaupés. Rio Vaupts.
Yapobodd, June 25, 1958.

‘S(;f'h_“"""-"- Raffauf e1 Soejarta 24372.—Rio Kuduyari,
arcla- Barriga, Schultes et Blohm 15868.

A decoction of the underground parts of this
orally to counteract effects from snake bite.

Bot. Mag. 91 (1865) t. 5535.

plant is given

Calathea Veitchiana Hooker fil.,

Pert; Departamento de Loreto Rio Nanay. Chiriara. oHerb 1.2 m. tall in

forest. Leafl dark green above with light green markings along midrib and
¢ greenish prown. Peduncle reddish:

margin: reddish purple benath; pulvinus pal
floral bract pale green above, red beneath, Flowers white.” February 28, 1969.
Plowman et Tina 2572,

The name of this plant in Peru is reported tO be pulma. Accord-

ing to the collectors, it is wmixed with ayahuasca [ Banisteriopsis]
to see visions.”

Ishnosiphon obliquus (Rudge) Koernicke in Nouv. Mém. Soc.

Nat, Mosc. 11 (1859) 341.

Sm._nmm,\: Comisarfa dcl Amazonas. R
Height 12 feet. Nether surface of 1eaves
reddish.” August 29-September 12, 1966. Schultes,

~ All parts of this plant are alkaloid-negative with
spot-test.

{o Amazonas. vicinity of Leticia,
whitish. Floweré yellow, calyces
Rqﬁm«:/‘et Sovejarro 24019,

a Dragendorff

PIPERACEAE
A. Dietrich Var. melanostigma Dahl-

Peperbmia labella (SW
: kad. Handl. 33, pt. 2 (1900) 122.

)
stedt in Kgl. Sv. Vet. A
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BALANOPHORACEAE
Helosis cayennensis (Sw.) Sprengel, Supl. 3 (1826) 765.

-hultes
CorLomnia: Comisaria de) Amazonas. Rio Loretoyacu, Now:glb_t;t;1 Lgs‘f: gctcbcr
6197.—Same locality. October 1945, Schultes 6829,—Rio ol e Apapors,
29, 1946, Black o Schultes 46-241.—Comisaria del Vaug;‘-‘:’}’
Raudal de Jerijerimo. March 1951, Sehultes et Cabrera 12 .

. bia as
This saprophyte is known in the Leticia area Of]‘c?,?gatthis
cajamba. In the Vaupés of Colombia, the !ndlants_be 1
plant, dried and pulverized, is an excellent styptic. ered 10
In the Brazilian Amazon, the juice of the plant:S ?0“;"“1‘;;19#“]
be astringent ang styptic (LeCointe: A Amazonia
Libraria Classica, Belém, Pars 3 (1934) 157.

MENISPERMACEAE

. rd.
Curarea tecunarym Barneby et Krukoffin Mem, N.Y. Bot. Ga
2, pt. 22 (1971 12,

. ifio, Lago
Corompia; Comisaria de] Amazonas, Rio Loretoyacu, Pucrto Narifio,

. A r cm. de
Tarapoto, “Bejuco de unos ¢ m. de longitud: tallo aplando con U?Q;Jrcgum
ancho, Hoja de color verde en el haz y blanco en el enver de mm"}[}Dia" 1136,
Cortera de sabor Amargo; nerviacién de Ja hoja en forma saliente. “

This well known ingredient of cura re is called raufe lleidaby t:::
Witoto Indians who, in the vicinity of Lago Tarapoto near t s
mouth of the Rig Loretoyacy, formerly mixed the bark and leave
with other unspecified plants in preparing the poison. In many
regions, the Species s employed for this purpose with no

admixture,
ANNONACEAE
Guatteria Duckeana g, E. Friesin Acta Hort. Berg. 12(1939) 468.

Corompia: Co Vaupés, Cachivera de Tath, “Tree 45
fect. Flowers green, October |0, 1966. Schuitey, Raffayf et Soejarto 24377,
All parts of this tree are str

ongly alkaloid positive with a
Dragendorff spot test,

misaria del Vaupés, Rio

Guatteria dura R 1 Fries in Acta Hort. Berg, 12 (1939) 499.
CoLomuia; C'omisa:iu del Vaupes, Rig g g Uyarl, “Tree 18 feet, Flowers yellow-
green cauliflorous, October 10, 1944, Sehulios, Raffauf or Soejario 24391,
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The bark of this tree is strongly alkaloid-positive with a Dra-
gendor{f test; the leaves are slightly positive.

Guatteria modesta Diels in Notizbl. 9 (1924) 139.

5’(1);;:;". Izlz_:'parlamemn de Loreta. Ushpacano. 2 hours from lquitos. “Tree 10m..
m. diameter, January 12, 1968, Tello er Tina 2037.

This tree is known in the Peruvian Amazonas carahuasca. Itis
the source of a preparation thought to be contraceptive. The
collectors’ notes state: “Chop up the bark (only bark is used, not
the other parts of the plant)and boil it in water for one minute; then
take it out from the fire and leave it untilit is tepid. Start to drink 1
cup in the morning and another at the evening (it must be pre-
pared about 6 o'clock). This preparation must be drunk during
L‘:leb;’nfnstruation, until it finishes. This prevents not to have
Xylopia amazonica R.E. Friesin Acta Horti. Berg. 12(1939)562.
Soratama,“On highlands.

Coromnia: Comisaria del Amazonas. Rio Apaporis,
les et Cabrera 14146,

Large trec, Flowers white. September 28, 1951, Schu
Indians along the Rio Apaporis take a tea made of the leaves
and stems to induce sleep.

Xylopia aromatica (Lam.) Martius, Fl. Bras. 13, pt. 1 (1841)43.
onas. Leticia. August 17. 1964, Fernandez-
Mitl and vicinity. September
79..—Rio Yaupés, Urania.

Cm;omnm: Comisaria del Amaz
;c'ra: 6856.— Comisarla del Vaupés, Rio Vaupes.
7-October 20. 1966. Schuilies, Raffauf et Soejarto 241
October 12, 1966. Schulies, Raffauf et Swvejarto 24393,

The Witotos of the Rio |garaparané value 2 weak tea of the
leaves as a strong diuretic taken to reduce edema of the legs;
according to the natives, it must be used with extreme caution.

The seeds are dried and kept for use as carminatives by Indians
suffering from digestive problems.
strongly alkaloid-

The collection Fernandez—Peréz 6856 was strongl.
positive with Dragendorff spot test. Schultes, Raffauf et Soejarto

24393, on the other hand, was only slightly positive.

LAURACEAE

(Aubl) Mez in Jahrb. Bot. Gard. Berlin 5

Nectandra globosa
(1889) 415.
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1

CorLomnia; Comisaria del Amaro

shore. Height §0-99 feet. corpule

slightlyaromatic.“August 29 Se
4124,

nas, Rio Amazonas, Leticia, “Large "c.cahq:lcg
nt. Bark smooth, light b:'an.fln.wcr.s V‘V l.";
ptember 12,1966, Schufres, Raffuuf et Soejw

The bark of this tree isg

alkaloid-positive with a Dragendor(f
reagent spot test; the leave

s and twigs are alkaloid negative.

Ocotea opifera Mar

rius in Spix et Martjus, Reise Bras. 3 (1831)
1128,
CoLOMRBIA: Comisarfa dej Vaupés, Rio Vaupés, Miti and vicinity. Tr‘ijc ::3:1:?.,
tall. Fruit green, Frujtg pulverized to mix with cocy powder lor ct:rlﬂ,l" ances.
September 27-Qctober 290, 1966. Schulres, Raffauf et Suejarto 24421,

The fruits of this tree are bulverized and mixed with coc;l
powder for certajn dances to make the effects of the coc

“stronger,” The leaves are alkaloid negative in a spot test for
alkaloids with Dragendorff reagent.

Ocotea simulans ¢ g, Allen in Mem, N.Y. Bot. Gard. 10 (1964)
99,

CoLOMBIA: Comisaria del Vaupes, Rio Yaupés, Mitt and vicinity. ?e!’“:mbfr
27-October 20, 1966, mall tree, Flowers yellowsh, Leaves and twigs S;hght()j’
alkaloid-positive.“ Schulttes, Raffauf o Socjarto 14174, —Same locality an
date. Schuires, Raffauf e Soejarro 24200,

The leaves of Ocoteq Simulans are roasted and pounded with

more pleasant taste,

The leaves ang twigs reactegd

. Positively to a spot test for alka-
loids with Dragendorff reagent,

CoLomnIa; Comisarfa g Amazon
loyacu, “Small tree, Flowers basa)

a8, Rfo Amazonag near mouth of Rio Lore-
13-15, 1966, Schultes, Raffuyf o

ly green; long filaments purple.” September
Sociaro 24; 3,

Prru: Departamento de Lo

Telo, Iquitos fegion, Moyyy. “Small tree, 5 m.
Flowers paie Breen.” July 26, 2966. Mariy et Lau-Can';/ I¥33.
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Th1s.trec, locally called ramara, is poisonous if taken internally,
accorc-hng to the collectors. In Brazil, however, leaves and roots
are said to be employed asa tonicand stomachic, and the juice of
the leayc:s is used externally to relieve rheumatism (LeCointe A.:
A}ﬂaloma Brasileira 3 (1934) 112). The fruit or bark are mixed
with water and used to wash the skin for “lobosisso.” a plague

which makes the skin black.
The leaves and twigs are alkaloid positive with a Dragendor{f

spot test; the bark is negative.

Crataeva Tapia Linnaeus, Sp. Pl. (1753) 444,

tC;n'l'.(nmsm: Comisaria del Amaronas. Rio Amazonas, near mouth of Rio Lore-
yacu. Scptember 13- 15, 1966. Schultes, Raffauf et Soejarto 24156.

The leaves of Crataeva Tapiaare said by the Witoto Indians to
be in tea form an effective stomachic.

CRASSULACEAE

Bryophyllum pinnatum Aschers el Schweinfurth, 111 FL. Egypte
ex Mem. Inst. Egypt. 2 (1887) 79.

;’ERU: Departamento de Loreto. lquitos. Uchpacano.

8. 1966, Martin et Lau-Cam 1116

ors, this herb, known in Peru as pai-

checara, is medicinaily used: the leaves are mixed with a small

amount of aquardiente and applied to the temples for headache
and a decoction of the leaves is drunk for “intestinal irritations.”

wCultivated herb.” July

According to the collect

CHRYSOBALANACEAE

Hirtella bullata Bentham in Hooker, Journ. Bot. 2 (1840) 216.

CoLompia: Comisaria del Vaupés, Rio Karurd, “Flowers white.” April 12-15,

1953, Schultes ef Cabrera 19161,
The bark is prepared in 2 tea to treat sore throats due to

prolonged “gripa.” :
In the Amazon of Brazil the bark of Hirtella bracteata Mart. et
nt (LeCointe: loc. cit., 130).

Zucc. is considered to be astringe

259




p e M as. I4|
Hirtella guainiae Spruce ex Hooker fil. in Martius, F1. Bras
1 pt. 2 (1867) 31.

Lo ; lowers
ﬂ o CoLomsia: Comisaria del Vaupés. Rio Vaupés, Javareté. *Low bush, F
¥ ) pale pink," May 14-24. 1953, Schuttes er Cabrora 19421,

i LTl

oat,
1 A tea of the bark is recommended as a gargle for sore thr

; S.

Hirtella racemosa Lamarck var, hexandra (Willd, ex R. et S.)
Prance in Fl, Neotrop., no. 9 (1972) 328.

ERY Covomia: Comisarfa del Vay

: Arara Cachivera, “Low bush.
: Cabrera ll 9398,

{ ; itt and Javareté,
és. Rio Vaupés. between Miti an : _
gruit dark red.” May 14-24, 1953. Schultes et

The bark and leaves
| taken as hot as possib}
; respiratory ailments,

. M 's
of this bush are prepared ina tea Whld:::e
¢ “to open the throat” in cases of extre

ol Licania apetala (E, Mey.) Fritschin Ann. K.K. Naturh, Hofmus.
_ Wien 4 (1889) 54,

i CoLomiA: Comisaria del Vaupés,
F R ter 15 in.; height 75 feet, August 3
P In Spanish, this tree
} L wan-chod; Kabuyari, k-
It The bark is: burned an
strong ceramic pots,

Rfo Kananari, Cerro Isibukuri. Tree. Diame-
« 1951, Schultes et Cabrera 13276,

is called cabio. The Puinave nfime ['IS
ve; Kuripako, k#-ve; Taiwano, kha—mwké
d the ashes are mixed with clay to ma

Licania heteromorpha Bentham var, glabra (Mart, ex Hook. fil.)
Prance in FJ, Neotrop., no. 9 (1972) 108.

1
i
j Coromnia: Comisaria de] Yaupés, Rio Kananari. August 6, 1951, Schultes e'f‘
‘ Cabrera 13416,—Rio Vaupés, Mitt and vicinity. “Fruit brown; large tree.
| September 27-October 20, 1966,
!
|
|
i
i
|
|

Schudtes, Raffauf et Soejarto 24198.
The leaves and fruits

are slightly alkaloid-positive with a Dra~
gendorff spot test,

LEGUMINOSAE

| B Anadenanthera Peregrina (L) Spegazzini in Physis § (1923) 313.
n ‘ Inthe Rio Negro area of Brazil, this tree, the seeds of which are
; S the source of an hallucinogenic snuff called paricd or yopo, is

; j 260
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ey

to- ‘

grads;);. E’;‘Sreomely rare. The tree grows most appropriately in open
How ver Cor savan.nahs. never in beavy forests. The species is
nahs Of);he T{;l'mon in the upper Orinoco area and in the savan-
Negro. whe io Branco. .lt is rarely seen nowadays in the Rio

Over o re apparently it was once frequently cultivated.
mens of then}gury ago, Sp.ruce reported: I first gathered speci-
junction olf:thanca ((?r Niopo) tree in 1850 in Santarem at the
been planted ¢ Tapajoz apd Amazon where it had apparently
Jauauari ed. In the following year, 1 gathered it on the little river
was Cer—t——.one of th?, lower tributaries of the Rio Negro—where
the A ainly wild.” (A.R. Wallace [Ed.]: Notes of a Botanist on

; mazon and Andes 2 (1908) 426).
An;l;;y several years in.the Rio Negro basin, [ never encountered
{reos nnamhera peregrina, but Dr. Ghillean T. Prance located
Negro eg the mouth Qf the Rio Une, 8 small affluent of the Rio
iy Dr. Prance writes: “These trees are in a field beside the

er where they grow in a group- They are regularly visited each
year,bY a group of Yanomamo who harvest them.”

Itis interesting that certain plants, common enough apparently
along the Rio Negro a century ago, are now nearly non-existentin
the area. Another example is the guarana plant, Paullinia
Cupana, which, in Spruce’s time, Was apparently frequent all
alongthe Rio Negro-—obviously planted. To-day, it is hardly ever
seen along this river and, if so, is planted only as a curiosity.

p. PL (1753) 518.

EC‘_’ADOR: Provincia Pataza. Rio.Chicd, affiuent of Rio Pastaza,
Chicé. “White flower.” August 1979. Shemiuck et Ness 2H.

The Kechwa name for this plant in Ecuador is punyo-sisa.
According to the collectors, the leaves are put in pillows for the

elderly and children who cannot sleep-

Mimosa pudica Linnaeus, S
Village of Rfo

folia Spruce €X Bentham in Trans. Linn, Soc. 30

Parkia oppositi
(1875) 363,
BraziL: Estado do Amazonas, basin of Rio Negro, Rio Inciuxl, Maku Indian
wTree, 10 M. X 30cm, diameter.” October 24, 1971,

village 300 k. above mouth.

Prance, Maas ¢! al. 15594,
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—rer

] o and
According to the collectors, the bark of the trunk is S(E]r"i];el\(j!akﬁ
added to water to prepare adrink for curing d_ys_entCFY-d i,
name of the tree is piradabi: in Portuguese, it is called arap

Spartium junceum Linnaeus, Sp. Pl. (1753) 708.

. “Erect
Ecuaor: Provincia Azuay. along Rio Tarqui, ncar_8.300-9i000 r/icr: le:cccdinll
shrubs to 3 m, Stems bright green. Floral parts bright y‘:l-o"?‘l\darch 7. 1945,
common escape on almost all dry slopes in the Cuenca area. ortheast of
Camp E-205.—Provincia Caiiar, near village of San Marcos,

" dorn the
Azogues, “Shrubs to 1.5 m. Flowers yellow. The flowers are used to a
Mother of God." April 1, 1945, Camp E-2501,

- etamd,

This introduced shrub, known in highland Ecuad_ol' atso'éamp.

is believed to have abortifacient properties. According o want
“an infusion of the roots is taken by women who do

“ 1 tte for
children,” The dried flowers are also “smoked as a cigare
asthma,”

GERANIACEAE

51
Geranium rhomboidale Moore in Gentes Herb. 8, fasc. 3 (1951)

255, t. 103,

. a
CoLompiA: Comisaria del Putumayo, Paramo de San Antonio hctl:‘r\:i’)cr':lal;y
Laguna de La Cocha and the Valley of Sibundoy. Alt. 3000-3200 m-Maria and
13,1942, Schuites 3238.—Road from Sibundoy to Pasto, between La
Paramo de San Antonio. Alt, 2

900-3180 m. June 1, 1946, Schultes et Villarreal
7825

In the Sibundoy Valley, the crushed leaves of Geranium rhom-
boidale are considereq to have styptic properties.

DICHAPETALACEAE
Stephanopodium Peruvianum Poeppig er Endlicher, Nov. Gen.
et Sp. 3 (1843) 40,

CoLoMmBIA: Comisarfa del Amazonas, Rio Apaporis, Soratama. "ST_“a“Itrg:i
Fruit green,” September 28, 1951, Sehultes of Cabrera 14157.—Comisarfa
Putumayo, Plowman 2042,

In the Colombian p
caspi (“fever-tree") 0
employed as a febrify

utumayo, this
r chirie-
ge,

plant i.s known as ca!énturq-
caspi (the same meaning). It is
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Nothing is known of the chemical constituents of this genus,
but some African species of Dichapetalum are reputedly toxic
(Hegnauer: loc. cit. 4 (1966) 15).

EUPHORBIACEAE
Hevea guianensis Aublet, Hist. Pl. Guian. Fr. 2 (1775) 871.

Prru: Departamento de Loreto, Provincia Maynas, Rio Ampiyacu, Pucu
Urquillo and vicinity. *Tree 60 feet tall, 10 inches in diameter. Bark smooth,
tan-grey. Latex cream,” April 28. 1977. Plowman, Schultes et Tovar 7125
(Alpha Helix Amazon Expedition 1976-77. Phase V1I).

A field chemical examination revealed that this species of
Hevea is devoid of alkaloids.

Hieronyma colombiana Cuatrecasas in Rev. Acad. Col. Cienc. 8

(1951) 298.

S‘ommum: Comisaria del Putumayo.
Small tree. Fruit edible, for making wi

3253.
The Kamsa Indians of SibundoY who call this plant ssna-hi-
es to cure “chandra,”a

sha, make an infusion of the bark and leav
skin eruption.

Paramo de San Antonio, 3000-3200 m.
ne also.” February 13, 1942, Schultes

CELASTRACEAE
rtius, F1. Bras. 11, pt. 1 (1861) 19.

CoLomniA; Comisaria de! Vaupés, Rfo Kubiyd, Savannah Kafiend4, “Small tree.
Flowers white.” September 27-October 20. 1966. Schultes, Raffauf et Svefarto

24266.

This species is the fam
Amazon. The bark is believe
in infusion.

Maytenus laevis Reissek in Ma

ous chuchuhuascd of the Peruvian
d tobeastrong stimulant when taken

CyYRILLACEAE

ora Linnaeus, Mant. 1 (1767) 50.

Rio Kuduyari, Cerro Yapobodd. October 28,
Rio Kananari, Cerro Isibukuri, “Tree 10 feet
Cabrerd 15034, —Rio Kubiyl. Savannah

Cyrilla racemifl
COLOMBIA; Comisaria del Vaupés.

1951, Schultes et Cabrera 14472.—
tall,” January 23-25,1952. Schulres el
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Kafiend4. “Tree 20 ft, tall. Flowers whitish.”
Schultes, Raffauf et Soejarto 24263,

Braziv: Estado do Amazonas, Rio Negro basin, Middle course of Rio Curicuri-
ari. January 1948, Schultes el Lopez 9718,

This plant is alkaloiy negative with a Dragendorff spot test,

The Indians of the Rio Curicuriari in Brazil crush the leaves of

Cyrilla racemifiora and vigorously rubbed the mass on sprains
and muscular pains for relief.

September 27-October 20, 1966.

ICACINACEAE

Poraqueiba sericea Tulasne, in Ann. Sci. Nat., ser, 3, 11 (1849)
172,

a del Vaupés, R{o Piraparana, Cafio Teemeefia. “Small
tree. Cultivated. Flowers yellow.*

September 9, 1952, Schultes et Cabrera
17319.—Rio Vaupts, between Mitit angd Javareté, Tipiaca. May 14-24, 1953,
Schultes et Cabrerg 19278.—Comisarfa de| Amazonas, Rio Karaparana, El
Encanto, “Flowers white-yellow, Small cultivated tree, Fruit ripens yellow., Pulp
thin, yellow,” March 20-April 2, 1970, Schuires 26084,—Comisaria del Amazo-
nas, Rio Amazonas, Leticia, “Cultivateq tree. 25 feet tall, Flowers yellow."Au-
b Bust 29-September 12, 1966, Schultes, Raffauf et Soejario 24012.—Same
i localityand date. Schites, Raffaufet Socjarto 24027,—_Same locality and date.
| “Tree 40 feet. Flowers whitish yellow,” Schultes, Raffauf et Soejarto 24082,
| PERU: Depart

mento de Loreto, Rio N
Plowman 2491, ‘

anay, Mishana. February 19, 1969.

All Dragendorff Spot tests on this plant proved to be alkaloid-
negative, '

The tree and its fruit are widely known in Colombia and Peru
by the Brazilian name umari. In the Colombian Amazon, it is

i called wé-mo by the Barasanas; ow by the Puinaves: mwé-mo by

| : the 'Gwananos; ma-mo-hoj-ye by the Kubeos; and né-ka-soo
i (fruit) and he-ka-ng (tree) by the Witotos,

4l _'_ In Peru, the plant i an ingredient in

: a contraceptive medicine,
’115 ‘_ according to Plowman 2491,

i 4 SAPINDACEAE

T Cupania scrobiculata Richard in Acta Soc. Hist, Nat, Paris 1
[ { (1792) 109.

i \




TILIACEAE

LlIEhP:opsis Schultesii Cuatrecasas in Bot. M
Univ. 15(1951)49,t. 17.

_COLOMBIA: Comisaria del Amazonas,
ity. June 4-10, 1942, Schudtes 3025.—

us. Leafl., Harvard

Rio lgaraparand, La Chorrera and vicin-
Same locality and date. Schultes 2972,

The Witotos call this beautiful bush mo-sé-go-na. The bark is
boiled, and the resulting astringent tea is valued by the Witotosas
a remedy for sore throat. The seeds are said to be roasted and

eaten.

Triumfetta althacoides Lamarck, Encycl. 3 (1791) 420.

Peru: Departamento de Loreta, region of Iquitos. uGmall shrub, 1 m.; flowers
pale orange; stamens orange; fruit green turning brown.” July 26, 1966, Martin

et Lau-Cam 1160.

Ac.:cording to the collectors, this
and is “used for uterine complaints."

shrub is known as caballusa

M ALVACEAE
ham, P1. Hartweg. (1845) 164.

Rio Vaupés, on summit of Cerro Mitn, *Low
ber 20, 1966. Schultes, Raffauf el Soejarto

Malachra rudis Bent

CoLomn1a; Comisaria del Vaupts,
shrub, 3 feet.” September 27-Octo
24342,

. A spot test for alkaloids wi
tive for this plant.

th Dragendorff reagent was nega-

(1753) 684.

o Amazonas, Leticia. “Bush in secon-
ber 12, 1966. Schultes, Raffauf

Sida cordifolia Linnaeus, Sp: PL

| Amazonas, R

CoLoMB1A; Comisaria de
k. August 29-Septem

dary growth, Flowers pin
et Soejario 24085,

This plant ga
spot test.

vean alkaloid-negatiVe reactiontoa Dragendorff

BOMBACACEAE
Martius Nov. Gen. et Sp. | (1826) 93.

Mesa de vambi, Savannah
all.” April 15-16, 1953.

Bombax coriaceum

COLOMBIA: Comisarfa del Vaupés,
Goo-rap-hoo-dé. wrjowers white.

Rio Karurd,
Bush 2 1/2 feet t
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Schultes o1 Cabrerg 19158, —Rio Kubi

Y. Savannah Kafiendd. “Bush 3 feel.”
September 27-October 20

+ 1966. Schudes, Raffauf et Svejarto 24280,
Bombay coriaceum gave

an alkaloid-negative reaction to a spot
test with Dragendorff rea

gent,

Bombax globosum Aublet, Hist, P, Gujan, Fr. 2(1775) 701, 1.
281,

CoLompra; Comisaria de] Vaupés, Rio Kananari, Cerro Isibukuri. “Large tree,
60-70 feet tal), Flowers yellow-wh

ite, petals yellow towards tip.” September 29,
1951. Schuites er Cabrera 1470,

The “woq]” from the fryj is mixed with resins or latoxe,s: ?_Eg
painted on wounds or ulcers a5 a kind of protective “skin.
Taiwanos ca|j the tree ka-ne-wep-re.

5, Nov, Gen. et Sp. 1(1826) 93, t. 99.
Prru; Departamen(o de Loreto, ¢
fruit red.” July 2¢, 1966, Marin el

According to the collectoy
known ag

bite,

egion of Iquitos, Moyuy. “Tree 25 m., tall;
Lau-Cam 1135,

§, a decoction of this plant, locally
punga, pungq blancq or huing caspi, is taken for snake

Matisia cordatq Humboldy ¢ Bonpiand, py. Aequin, [ (1805) 9,
t. 2,

CoLoMnra: Comisar{a del Amazonas. Rio Amazonag
toyacu, “Tree 60 feet tall, Flowers yellow." ge
Raj}"aqf et Soejarto 241 1. —Same locality
Soejarto 2477 7.

néar mouth of Rio Lore-
Piember 13-15, 1966, Sehulres,
and date. Sefulres, ‘Raffauf et

The results of a spot test for alkaloids with Dragendorff rea-
gent gave the following results: bark doubtful: leaves positive-‘
Septotheca Tessmannij Ulbyi,
CoLomuia;

*Enormous buttress roots. Flow
November 1945, Schultes 6788,

feet tall with great buttresge, v

C,

Comisara del Amazang
tree with

h Notizb], 9 (1924) 129, fig, 3.
5, Rio Boiauassﬁ. Trapecio Amazénicﬂ‘-'
s yellow-green, mucilaginous,

—Same locality, “Sepz s green-yellow, Tree 80
ery commop, October 27, 1946, Schultes 8612,
apoterang or Zapotilly in the Trapecio
element of the flora of this area,

This tree is called z
Amazénico, Itisa rare



STERCULIACEAE

Sterculia roseiflora Ducke in Arch. Inst. Bio. Veg. Rio Janeiro 2

(1935) 57.

g'(s)LfOMNA: Comisaria del Vaupés, Rlo Apaporis, Soratama. “Large tree. Flow-
ragrant, reddish purple. On high land.” September 287 1951. Schultes e!

Cabrera 14143,

This tree is locally known as furi. The stem
to make an unusually strong diuretic tea.

g are boiled in water

CARYOCARACEAE
Caryocar glabrum (Aubl.) Persoon, Syn. 2 (1806) 84.

CoLomnia: Comisarfa del Vaupés, Rio Apaporis, Soratama, “Enormous tree.
6. 1951, Schultes et Cabrera

Flowers yellow; st . .
14139, y : stamens bright red. September 2

The Puinave name for this trecle
uncooked, as a food, They ar¢ also co
useful in what appears to bean attempt

t is haw. The seeds are used,
nsidered to be medicinally
to regulate menstruation.

GUTTIFERAE

um Maguire ex R.E. Schu
58) 159.

Jinogojé (at mouth of Rio
side red, greenish at base

Lorostemon colombian ltes in Bot.
Mus. Leafl., Harvard Univ. 18 (19

Coromnia: Comisarfa del Vaupés, Rio Apaporis.

Piraparand) and vicinity, “Tree 6 m- high. Flowers out
and red-spotted above: calyx green. Latex yellow.” September 23, 1952,

Schultes et Cabrera 17619.—Rio Ricapuya (tributary of Rio Apaporis below
mouth of Rio Piraparana). uSmall tree 6 m. tall, Latex yellow, Flowers red.

September 25-26, 1952. Schultes ef Cabrera 17638,
The Puinave call thiss -kwan, the Makuna know it
as chee-kah-hoo; and the Rio Piraparand refer to it

as tee-ran-ken.

mall tree boo
Maku of the

Lorostemon stipitatum Maguire in Mem. N.Y. Bot. Gard. 10

(1963) 130.

CoLomnia: Comisaria de
sized tree, Sparse white la

The Makuna Indian
o-he-wo-bok.

Rio Piraparand, Jower course. “Medium-

1 VaUPt’-‘S.
h 9, 1952. Sehultes et Cabrera 15910,

tex,” Marc
s of the Rio Piraparand know this tree as
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am

Moronobesa coccinea Aubles, Hist. PI. Guian. Fr. (1775)788,1.33
excl. figs a-f.

CoLomsia: Comisaria del Amazonas, Rio Caquets, La Pedrcrz;. agd'h\:;:’l:;lz;
Quebrada Tonina, “Qn high land, Large tree. October 5, !9'5 . dt Viinity
Cabrera 17728.—Comisaria de] Vaupés, Rio Vaupés, Mitd an Aoy
“Columnar treg | 1/2 feet in diameter, Height 90 feet. Crown sparse, o
: i de, sandy inside. Latex abundant, y "
e-red.” September 8, 1951. Schultes

In the Vaupés, the Tukano name of this tree is woo-ha-pee-ka-

. a
7e, and the Taiwono caj] it go-hé. The Kabuyari in La Pedrer
know it as mai-pa.

Moronobea riparia (Spr.

) Planchon et Triang var. fimbrillata
R.E. Schultes in Bot,

Mus. Leafl,, Harvard Unjv, 17 (1955) 15.

. . i rs
CoLomBrA: Comisaria del Vaupés, Rio Guainia, Puerto Colombia. “Flowe

and pistil bright green, Latex bright yellow. B:fk;}l:;‘f.',
scaley, dark-brown, corky. Tree Storeyed. Height 40 feet. Diameter 14 in
0ctobcr31~November2, 1952, Seh

- S¢hultes, Baker et Cabrera 18206.—Same local-
ity and date. Schultes, Baker et Cabrera 18210

The Puinave na
pako callit mg-pg.
term breo and ip

me of this beautify] variety is mow; the Kuri-

ke. In Spanish, the tree is known by the general
Lingua Gerg] as i-ral-kee,

Platonia insignis Martius var, formosa R.E Schujtes in Bot.
Mus. Leafl,, Harvard Upjy. 17 (1955) 18,

Vaupés, Rio Pira
brown, rough iy

CoLOMBIA: Comisaria dep

Paran4, Raudal de La Olla. “Tree 25
m. Columnar, Bark grey-

h scales, Flowers salmon-pink, Petgs
curl out at gdge, Receptable thick, same colour, Latex cream-coloured. On

rocks at falls, Crown not large,™ Augys 28, 1952, Schuites et Cabrera 17062.—

Rfo Vaupés, mouth of Rio Kerarf, “Flowers salmon-pink, Columnar tree,
diameter 28 inches. Latex resing

us, yellow, Anthers yellow, Bark shagqu. ric[“,
brown, Wood whitish, Latex used to light houses, Jugt above high water line.
May 14-15, 1953, Schultes ef Cabrerq 19342,
The Tanimuka name of this tree is 00-k4-

call it ke-pé-iq (Schultes e Cabrerq | 7062). Amongst the Desana
of the Rig Vaupés, it is known ag ko-me-_peé-go-—re, while the
neighbouring Tukano ¢a) it ko

“Pai-yo-ree,
The seeds of Plaroniq insignis have an oil content of 0.5%
(Hegnauer: 1oc, cit., 4 (1966) 22N

O-ree-ke; the Yukuna



Symphonia globulifera Linnaeus fil., Suppl. (1781) 302.
Covomnia: Comisaria del Vaupés, Rio Pi Caii -mob-i -
tember 3, 1952, Schultes et Ci:zggef& ]7?63l1raparané. affo Oo-moé-fa. Sep
The Makuna Indians of the Rio Piraparand burn the bark and
zpply the ashes to wounds. A similar use in the Rio Apaporis has
een reported for this species (Schultes: Bot. Mus. Leafl., Har-

vard Univ. 26 (1978) 234).

POTALIACEAE
Potalia Amara Aubler, Hist. PL. Guian. Fr. (1773) 394, t. 151.

o, Provincia Maynes, Rio Yaguasyacu, affluent

O:;R_f.o Ampiyacu, Brillo Nuevo and vicinity. “Shrub 2 m. tall in forest. name:
okaji kahpuu (Bora).” April 12, 1977. Plowman, Schulteset Tovar 6803 (Alpha

Helix Amazon Expedition 1967-1977, Phase VII).

The 'Boras, who know this plant as okaji-kahpuv, chop fresh
leayes in water and take it internaily for snakebite or against any
poisonous animal (raya, isula). It s said to calm the body and

eliminate pain.
Notwithstanding the extensive medicinal use of Potalia Amara
genus s, according

throt'lghout the Amazon, the chemistry of this
to Gibbs, “too poorly known to justify discussion” (Gibbs: Che-
motaxonomy of Flowering Plants, McGill-Queen’s, University

Press, Montreal 3 (1974) 1333-1334).

Peru: Departamento de Loret

APOCYNACEAE

Rhigospira quadrangularis (Muell.-Arg.) Miers: Apocyn. S. Am.

(1878) 68.

CoLomnia: Comisaria del Yaupes, Rio Macaya, “Slender treé, 50 fect tall, Very
abundant thick, white latex similar to but not that of juansaco. Bark thin,

smooth with black-grey patches.” April [-7, 1943, Schultes 5357.
According to Zarucchi, this collection, reported as Neocoumd
Duckei (Schultes in Act2 Bot. Neerl. 15 (1966) 182}, 1s now

correctly identified as Rhigospira quadrangu!aris. It is used,
caimo morado, t0 adulterate the latex of

under the local name . i i
Couma macrocarp4a Barb.-Rodr. 1N the upper Rio Apaporis bas§n
of Colombia. The tree is called palo de leche or caimo morado in
the region.
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Tabernaemontana Sananho Ruiz & Pavébn, Fl, Peruv. 2 (1799)
22.t, 144,

PERU: Departamento de Loreto, Maucallacta, Rio Paranapura, “Tree 3-4 meters.
Flowers greyish white, Yaey Zanango." January 1935. G. Klug 3942,

Coromara: Comisaria del Amazonas, Rio Lorctoyacu, near Puerto b;zra'ﬁn‘::
around Laguna Dolfus. “N.v,-sanango, Hierba de I m, hasta arbustiva
Flores blancos,™ August 19, 1964, Fernandez- Pérez 6867,

This species proves to be highly positive with a spot test for
alkaloids with Dragendorff reagent.

ASCLEPIADACEAE

Metelea palustris Aublet, Hist. Pl. Guian. Fr. (1775) 278, t. 109,
f.l.

ECUADOR: Provineia Pastaza, Rio

Chicé, Village of Rlo Chicé and vicinity.
August 1979, Shemiuck e Ness 196

The leaves are cooke
red. Thereiga

the leaves,

d and eaten and are said to turn Phe te?th
pparently no utilitarian purpose involved in eating

The chemistry of thig genus is apparently unknown,

RuBraceae
Duroia Linnaeus fil,

era: Randia, Basanacantha ang Hamelia. The section has, how-
ever, not been tho

roughly investigated, In an earlier paper, |
ive uses of a number of species of Duroia and
noted that “,, +TEPOTts from natives affirming the poisonous
properties of the seeds of Several species. . . call attention once

again to the need for phytochemical studies guided by ethnobo-
tanical observations,”

(Schultes in Bot, Mus, Leafl., Harvard
Univ, 22 (1969) 151~156),

Duroia hirsuta (P, e E) K. Schumann in Martius, Fl. Bras. 6, pt.
6 (1889) 367.



CoLoMniA; Comisaria del Putum j icini .
: ayo, Rio Sucumblos, f
SononmA: Comisa y cumblos, Conejo and vicinity April

The Kofan Indian name of Duroia hirsuta in the Putumayo is
sha-ka-ker-na-se.

Duroia kotchubaeoides Stevermark in Mem. N.Y. Bot. Gard. 12

(1965) 201.
“Cm,omnmz Comisarla del Vaupés, Ri
Small tree. Flowers white,” October 3
Cabrera 28111.
T A Dragendorff spot test for this species is alkaloid negative.
he seeds are said by the natives to be poisonous when caten.

o Guainia, Puerto Colombia and vicinity.
1-November 2, 1952. Schules, Baker et

Duroia petiolaris (Spr.) Hooker fil. ex K. Schumann in Martius,

FL. Bras. 6, pt. 6 (1889) 364.

CoromniA: Comisaria del Amazonas, Trapecio Amazénico,
October 1945, Schultes 6727,

The Tikuna Indians
dangerously toxic if ingested.

Dux"ioa saccifera (Mart.) Hooker
tius, Fl. Bras. 6, pt. 6 (1889) 36

CoLomnia; Comisarla del Amazonas, Rfo Apaporis, 50
March 26, 1952. Schultes et Cabrera 16063,

A spot test with Dragendorff reagent indica

tion is doubtfully alkaloidal. The seeds are sai

be toxic if ingested.

Rio Loretoyacu.

assert that the seeds of this species are

fil. ex K. Schumann, in Mar-
2, t. 146, fig. 1.

ratama and vicinity.

tes that this collec-
d by the natives to

SOLANACEAE
Solanum hypomalacophylium Bitter ex Pittier, Man, Pl Usual.

Venez. (1926) 137.
The common name of this plant in Venezuela-_—borrache.ra—-—
indicates that it isan intoxicant (Herbarium collection; Gehringer

2).

It is possible that t
alkaloids so widesprea
ently not been made.

f Solanum contains tropane

his species, 0 :
y, but an analysis has appar-

dinthe famil
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CAMPANULACEAE

Centropogon ferrlIgineus(L.fil.) Gleason in Bull, Torr, Bot. Club
52 (1925) 11.

CoLoMRIA; Co

H 3'
misaria del Fulumayo, Piramo de San AnlOHIO, March 195
S('hl‘lhe.? 5.1,

In Sibundoy, a bitter
treating dysentery,

Chemical studies
Centropogon,

tea of the leaves of this plant is valued in

apparently have not yet been carried out on
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