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Book Review 
Forest Biomass. T. Satoo; edited and revised by H. A. I. Madgwick. 152 pp. illus. Martinus 

Nijhoff/Dr. W. Junk, The Hague, 1982. $35.00. 

An unusual approach to forest ecology, this volume, translated by the author from the 
Japanese, opens new horizons with its presentation of new data. There has been a great 
surge in publications on forest biomass in recent years, but there have not been offered 
many commensurate summaries of points of view. As Satoo points out: "It is only during 
the last two decades that studies of primary production of forest ecosystems have been 
made worldwide and by many scientists." Biologists have been interested primarily with 
the physiology of forest trees, not so much on the mass production of organic matter-a 
combined forestry, agronomic, and ecological outlook. 

The book, disarmingly abbreviated yet unexpectedly complete, is divided into six major 
chapters that cover, in turn, primary production, forests, methods of estimating forest 
biomass, biomass, production, and factors affecting rates of production. There follows a 
section comprising 279 references. 

While the studies in this book relate basically to temperate forests, there is much that 
can be applied to tropical floras. 

So much valuable detailed information is set forth in these few pages that a complete 
review is hardly possible. Suffice it to say that specialists in several disciplines will welcome 
such a usable assemblage of diverse data. 

RICHARD EVANS SCHULTES, BOTANICAL MUSEUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE, MA 

02138 

Pickersgill, B., and C. B. Heiser, Jr. 1976. Cytogenetics and evolutionary change under domestication. 
Philos. Trans., Ser. B. 257: 55-69. 

Rankin, A. G. 1981. Prehistoric resource utilization: Rio Sonora Valley, Mexico. Annual meetings, 
Soc. Amer. Archaeol. 46: 92. 

Sauer, J. D. 1976. Grain amaranths. In Evolution of Crop Plants, N.W. Simmonds, ed, p. 4-7. 
Longman, London. 

Saunders, C. F. 1976. Edible and Useful Wild Plants of the United States and Canada. Dover, New 
York. 

Shreve, F. 1951. Vegetation and Flora of the Sonoran Desert. Vol. 1. Vegetation. Carnegie Inst. 
Washington Publ. 491: 1-192. 

Simmonds, N. W., ed. 1976. Evolution of Crop Plants. Longman, London and New York. 
Thornber, J. J. 1908. The viability of seeds. P1. World 2: 158-159. 
Weide, M. L. 1976. A cultural sequence for the Yuha Desert. In Background to Prehistory of the 

Yuha Desert Region. P. J. Wilke, ed., p. 81-94. Ballens Press Anthropol. Papers 5. Ra- 
mona, CA. 

Whitaker, T. W., and W. P. Bemis. 1975. Origin and evolution of the cultivated Cucurbita. Bull. 
Torrey Bot. Club 102: 363-368. 

Wilke, P. J., R. Bettinger, T. F. King, and J. F. O'Connell. 1972. Harvest selection and domestication 
in seed plants. Antiquity 56: 203-209. 
.1978. Late prehistoric human ecology at Lake Cahuilla, Coachella Valley, California. Univ. 

Calif. Archaeol. Res. Facility Contrib. 38. 
,T. W. Whitaker, and E. Hattori. 1977. Prehistoric squash (Cucurbitapepo L.) from the Salton 
Basin. J. Calif. Anthropol. 4: 55-59. 

Winter, J. 1974. Aboriginal Agriculture in the Southwest and Great Basin. Univ. Utah Ph.D. Diss. 
Salt Lake City, UT. 

Yarnell, R. A. 1977. Native plant husbandry north of Mexico. In Origins of Agriculture, Charles 
Reed, ed, p. 863-875. Mouton, The Hague. 

Book Review 
Forest Biomass. T. Satoo; edited and revised by H. A. I. Madgwick. 152 pp. illus. Martinus 

Nijhoff/Dr. W. Junk, The Hague, 1982. $35.00. 

An unusual approach to forest ecology, this volume, translated by the author from the 
Japanese, opens new horizons with its presentation of new data. There has been a great 
surge in publications on forest biomass in recent years, but there have not been offered 
many commensurate summaries of points of view. As Satoo points out: "It is only during 
the last two decades that studies of primary production of forest ecosystems have been 
made worldwide and by many scientists." Biologists have been interested primarily with 
the physiology of forest trees, not so much on the mass production of organic matter-a 
combined forestry, agronomic, and ecological outlook. 

The book, disarmingly abbreviated yet unexpectedly complete, is divided into six major 
chapters that cover, in turn, primary production, forests, methods of estimating forest 
biomass, biomass, production, and factors affecting rates of production. There follows a 
section comprising 279 references. 

While the studies in this book relate basically to temperate forests, there is much that 
can be applied to tropical floras. 

So much valuable detailed information is set forth in these few pages that a complete 
review is hardly possible. Suffice it to say that specialists in several disciplines will welcome 
such a usable assemblage of diverse data. 

RICHARD EVANS SCHULTES, BOTANICAL MUSEUM, HARVARD UNIVERSITY, CAMBRIDGE, MA 

02138 

82 82 [VOL. 38 [VOL. 38 


	Article Contents
	p. 82

	Issue Table of Contents
	Economic Botany, Vol. 38, No. 1 (Jan. - Mar., 1984), pp. 1-160
	Front Matter [pp. 1-1]
	Norman R. Farnsworth, Ph.D.: 1983 Distinguished Economic Botanist [pp. 2-3]
	How Can the Well Be Dry When It Is Filled with Water? [pp. 4-13]
	Economic History of Ostrich Fern, Matteuccia struthiopteris, the Edible Fiddlehead [pp. 14-23]
	Gene Pools in Grain Legumes [pp. 24-35]
	Prosopis Pod Production: Comparison of North American, South American, Hawaiian, and African Germplasm in Young Plantations [pp. 36-51]
	"Seeds" of Wild Grasses: A Major Food of Southwestern Indians [pp. 52-64]
	Book Review
	Review: untitled [p. 64]

	Panicum sonorum in Sonoran Desert Agriculture [pp. 65-82]
	Book Review
	Review: untitled [p. 82]

	Taxonomic Circumscription and Identification in the Medicago sativa-falcata (Alfalfa) Continuum [pp. 83-96]
	Variation within Teosinte. III. Numerical Analysis of Allozyme Data [pp. 97-113]
	Nutritive Value of Maygrass, Phalaris caroliniana [pp. 114-120]
	Book Review
	Review: untitled [p. 120]

	Impact of Mt. St. Helens Ashfall on Fruit Yield of Mountain Huckleberry, Vaccinium membranaceum, Important Native American Food [pp. 121-127]
	Book Review
	Review: untitled [p. 127]

	Solanum hygrothermicum, New Potato Species Cultivated in the Lowlands of Peru [pp. 128-133]
	Book Review
	Review: untitled [p. 133]

	Donovan Stewart Correll, 1908-1983 [pp. 134-136]
	Volney Hurt Jones, 1903-1982 [pp. 137-138]
	Book Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 139-143]
	Review: untitled [p. 143]
	Review: untitled [p. 144]
	Review: untitled [pp. 144-145]
	Review: untitled [p. 145]
	Review: untitled [pp. 145-146]
	Review: untitled [pp. 146-147]
	Review: untitled [pp. 147-148]
	Review: untitled [pp. 148-149]
	Review: untitled [pp. 149-150]
	Review: untitled [pp. 150-151]
	Review: untitled [pp. 151-152]
	Review: untitled [p. 152]
	Review: untitled [pp. 152-153]
	Review: untitled [p. 154]
	Review: untitled [pp. 154-155]
	Review: untitled [p. 155]

	The Society for Economic Botany Report on the Twenty-Fourth Annual Meeting, Oxford, Ohio, June 13-15, 1983 [pp. 156-158]
	Back Matter [pp. 159-160]



